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Food Security Sector (FSS) Highlights for March 2016 
 

 Cadre Harmonisé Food Security Analysis  
The Cadre Harmonisé food security analysis (CH) 1 results for eight (8) states in Northeast and 
Northwest Nigeria were published 15th March 2016. The findings are summarized in this brief, 
and the full document is available at Humanitarianresponse.info web site.  
 

 Rapid assessment of the food security situation in IDP camps in the Northeast  
A coordinated FAO/FSS fact-finding mission was conducted between February 26th and March 7th 
2016 to ascertain the food security situation in the camps.  

 

 Summary of FSS interventions for March 2016 
A total of 20,962 households (174,333 persons) benefitted from Food Security and agricultural 
ivelihood interventions in March 2016. The main activities were in the form of food assistance, 
unconditional cash transfers (cash/voucher for food), and crop production inputs for Kitchen 
Gardening (see Table 2 below). In total 312,335 people have been reached so far in 2016. 

 

 Control of Avian Influenza  
There were five (5) new suspected avian influenza cases reported throughout Nigeria between 
the 28th and the 31st of March 2016.  Four (4) suspected cases were in Kano state, while the 
remaining one was in Katsina state. All turned out negative.  
The total number of states (including the FCT) where Avian Influenza has been reported and 
confirmed positive remains 26, while the number of LGAs with outbreaks is still 120.  
The total reported number of culled birds stands at 3,299,906, while compensation has only 
been paid for 1,050,904 culls and 382,931 destroyed eggs. The total number of birds culled and 
awaiting compensation payment has increased to 2,249,002 (amongst 459 farmers/farms). 
 

 Continuing economic challenges 
Nigeria continues to face fiscal and economic challenges as a result of reduced national income 
due to the sharp fall in oil prices. Reports from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) indicate 
that the inflation rate is increasing, and currently stands at an annualized rate of 11.4%, while 
the month on month increase between January and February 2016 is reported at 2.3%.2  
 
Lack of foreign currency (particularly US Dollars), along with restrictions imposed by the Central 
Bank (CBN), has significantly reduced Nigeria’s purchasing power for imports of foods, such as 
rice and wheat, manufactured goods from international markets, and livestock and cash crops 
from the Sahel.  Economic livelihoods in the Northeast, already disrupted by the conflict, will 
face more strain, and household purchasing power will be reduced. This will further magnify the 
cyclical food security challenges across Northern Nigeria ahead of the lean season. 

 
 

                                                           
1 The Cadre Harmonisé food security analysis (CH) is a tool used for the analysis of data from various sectors like health, agriculture and nutrition, in order 

to develop meaningful metrics on the nutritional and food consumption situation, to guard against food insecurity and nutritional deficiency amongst 
populations. 

2 Source: Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nigeria/food-security
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March 2016 Cadre Harmonisé Summary 
The Cadre Harmonisé (CH) food security analysis for eight (8) states in Northeast (Adamawa, 
Borno and Yobe) and Northwest Nigeria (Jigawa, Kano, Katsina, Sokoto and Zamfara) was 
conducted between February 26th and March 4th, 2016. The analysis covers the current period 
between March and May 2016, and also makes projections for the coming lean season from 
June to August 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 1: Summary of Cadre Harmonisé analysis results published 15th March 2016 

 

 Current situation (March – May 2016) 
Famine and Emergency (CH Phases 5 and 4): About 216,969 people in Borno State are currently 
in an emergency food situation, and need immediate humanitarian assistance. There was no 
evidence of people facing a famine in the near to middle term. 
 
Crisis (CH Phase 3): The whole of Yobe and Borno states are classified as being in a food 
insecurity crisis. In all, around 2,315,407 people across the three (3) Northeast states are 
currently in a crisis food situation (1,410,297 in Borno, 823,157 in Yobe and 81,953 in Adamawa 
state). In addition, 904,008 people across the five (5) Northwest states are also currently in a 
crisis food situation. Overall, a total of 3,219,495 people across all the eight (8) states in the 
North are classified as being in a IPC/CH Phase 3 situation.  
 

 Projected situation (June to August 2016) 
Famine and Emergency (CH Phase 5 and 4): At least 333,293 people (325,453 in Borno and 
7,840 in Yobe state) will be in an emergency food situation, and will need continuous 
humanitarian emergency assistance. However, no areas are projected to reach CH Phase 5. 
 
Crisis (CH Phase 3): The projections show that Borno and Yobe States will remain in a food 
insecurity crisis situation in the coming lean season. A total of about 2,690,946 people in the 
Northeast, with 1,627,266 in Borno, 940,750 in Yobe and 122,930 in Adamawa state will need 
humanitarian assistance in the form of food aid, nutrition programs and livelihood support. In 
the Northwest 1,371,727 people across five (5) states will also be in a crisis food situation. 
An overall total of 4,062,673 people across all the eight (8) states in North Nigeria are projected 
to be in a food crisis during the projected period. 
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Market food price changes between February 2016 and March 20163 

 
Price data received from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) on March 14th, 2016 shows a 
mostly stable food market across the Northeast (Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba and 
Yobe) with an average price increase across staple food items (Rice, Beans, Sorghum and Millet) of 
2.73%. Gombe saw the greatest food price increase with an average of 13.45%, while Yobe state 
saw an average price decrease of -6.75%.  

  
Rice4 

The average price of rice increased, on 
average, 5.97% across the surveyed states. 
The highest average price increase was in 
Bauchi state where prices increased from ₦ 

187.36/kg to ₦ 205.97/kg, an increase of 
9.93% from February, and 11.93% above 
the average 2015 price of rice. The lowest 
price increase was in Adamawa, with a 
0.08% increase, and average prices 
remaining stable at around ₦190/kg.  
 
Borno saw a 6.36% increase to ₦230.24/kg, 
Gombe 3.93% to ₦193.99/kg, Taraba 7.74% 
to ₦200.74/kg, and Yobe 7.78% to 
₦205.90/kg. 

  
Beans5 

Across the surveyed states, the price of 
Beans fell an average of -5.81% between 
February and March. Taraba saw the 
biggest decline with -12.95% to 
₦219.27/kg, while Yobe saw a small price 
increase of 1.39% to ₦172.12/kg. 
 
In Adamawa the price fell -9.93% to 
₦201.79/kg, Bauchi -5.58% to ₦177.86/kg, 
Borno -7.74% to ₦194.60/kg, Gombe -
0.04% to ₦212.34/kg. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

                                                           
3 All prices in this section are sourced from the Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics (NBS). 
4 Rice prices is an average of four commonly available varieties: imported high quality, agricultural rice, local, and medium grained (sold loose). 
5 Bean prices is an average of two commonly available varieties: white black eye and brown (sold loose) 
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Sorghum 

The price of Sorghum (Guinea corn) shows 
large fluctuations between states, with an 
average price increase of 6.40% between 
February and March. Gombe saw the largest 
increase of 29.34% to ₦76.01/kg, while Yobe 
saw the largest decrease of -12.01% to 
₦68.50/kg. 
 
In Adamawa there was a decline of -29.4% to 
67.30/kg; in Bauchi there was an 6.91% 
increase to ₦73.64/kg, Borno saw an increase 
of 5.44% to ₦73.39/kg, and in Taraba prices 
increased 11.66% to ₦76.76/kg. 

 
Millet 

Millet prices fluctuated strongly between 
states in the period February – March 2016, 
with an average price increase of 2.69%. 
Gombe saw the largest increase of 20.58% 
to ₦76.48/kg, while Yobe saw prices fell 
almost a quarter (-24.14%) to ₦66.11/kg. 
 
In Adamawa prices fell -1.36% to ₦79.56/kg. 
Bauchi saw a 6.65% increase to ₦73.93/kg, 
while in Borno prices fell -0.56% to 
₦74.52/kg. In Taraba prices increased 
16.19% to ₦80.48/kg. 
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Staple food prices 15-month trend in ₦/kg anomaly, where January 2015 = 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure1: Running average food price anomaly Jan 2015 (=0) to March 2016 
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Per state staple food prices change between February 2016 and March 2016 in ₦/kg  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure2: Staple food price changes between February and March 2016 - per state 
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Summary of Food Security Sector interventions in March 2016 

 
According to the latest incoming data about Food Security partner’s activities and projects, a total of 
20,962 households were reached in March 2016, which represents roughly 174,333 people who have 
received some form of food support or agricultural livelihood intervention in the past month. 
Cumulatively for 2016, approximately 312,335 people have been reached with food assistance or 
livelihood schemes*. 
 

Organization Activities State 
Households 
reached 

# of people 
reached 

Save the Children Cash for Food Borno 5,472 38,304 

International Rescue Committee (IRC) Food Voucher Adamawa 1,966 17,694 

MercyCorps Unconditional Cash Grants Gombe 4,322 29,883 

Christian Aid (CA) Food Voucher Adamawa 347 2,430 

Christian Aid (CA) Food Voucher Gombe 1,436 10,058 

COOPI In-kind food assistance Yobe 1,300 11,700 

WFP Cash for Food Borno 502 4,016 

ICEED Alternative Livelihood Adamawa 30 270 

CRS Cash for Food Yobe 2,047 17,498 

Adamawa Peace Initiative In-kind food assistance Adamawa 2,580 30,960 

TEARFUND Food Voucher Adamawa 960 11,520 

TOTAL   20,962 174,333 

Table 2: Number of households reached by Food Security Sector partners in March 2016 
* Several partners have not reported for March, and the numbers represent the actual reporting. The cumulative number is an estimate based on 

known projects that have not been reported in March. 

 

 
Key activities the next coming months 

1. Individual partner and sector interventions in Adamawa, Borno, Gombe and Yobe 
states. 

2. Regular bi-monthly FSWG meetings at national and state levels. 
3. Preparation for the 2016 rain-fed planting season.  
4. Coordination and food security assessments. 
5. Projects monitoring and evaluation. 
6. Cash transfer symposiums. 

  
 

For further information, please contact: 
Name Position E-mail 

Louise Setshwaelo FAO Representative in Nigeria louise.setshwaelo@fao.org 
Dr. Mani Rabe 
Marko Lesukat 

AFAOR Programmes 
Food Security Sector Coordinator 

mani.rabe@fao.org 
marko.lesukat@fao.org 
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